Cathedral of St. Joseph
Vocations Committee
Monthly Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 5, 2021
I. Opening Prayer
Shawn Bailes led the opening prayer.  
II. Roll Call
In attendance:  Shawn Bailes, John Poepsel, Dena Brand, Carol Hartman, Mary Ann Young, and Ginny Bockwinkel.
III. Approval of Minutes
The previous meeting minutes were approved.
IV.   Report on Ongoing Activities:
A.  Weddings:    There were no weddings during the month of  August and one in September.
B.  Baptisms:     There were three baptisms during the month of August and two in September.
C.  Cards for Priests, Deacons, Consecrated Religious and/or Seminarians:    
· Praying for You cards sent to priests, deacons, consecrated religious, and seminarians during
 each of the five weekends in August and four weekends in September.
· 7 anniversary and birthday cards also sent during August.  Four were sent in September.
· Cards were sent to all seminarians to inform them that at the 8:00 a.m. School Mass on 
September 24th, the intentions were for them.
D  Budget:   Expenses include $30 Mass for Seminarians; $237 Stamps for letters and cards;
      $9.70 Resource packet for World Day of Prayer.   Total Expenses $276.70 YTD.
E.  Adopt a Seminarian:   School classes have adopted each of the diocesan seminarians as part of 
       the “Adopt A Seminarian” program.    Classes will pray for a particular seminarian and will
       communicate with him through letters and cards. 
F.  Building a Culture for Vocations:  Committee members have submitted examples of items 
      that would be of vocational interest.  These varied blurbs are included in each weekly parish 
      bulletin as we continue to strive to Build A Culture for Vocations
                    G.  Christ the High Priest Icon:   Committee members discussed a plan to get additional families
                           to sign up to take this Icon home for one week as they pray, as a family, for vocations.
We 
                           currently have families signed up through Christmas. 

        H.   Cards and Letters to be signed:   N/A
V.  New Business
                     A.  Committee Mission Statement:   A draft of the vocation committee mission statement
                           was presented and then discussed during the meeting.   The mission statement was then
                           agreed upon and will be presented to Father Nelen for his approval. 
                      B.  Opportunities for Vocation Committee Participation:   Members will review and look for
                            additional opportunities, trying to find new ways in which the committee can reach out to our
                            faith community as we attempt to make everyone aware of the need for:  holy marriages,
                            holy religious brothers and sisters, and especially, for holy priests.
                      C.  Vocation Awareness Week – November 7 to 13:   The committee proposed two items to
                            promote vocations.  Ginny will talk to Mrs Bailey to see if the school had plans for that
                            week.   She will also ask if the Vocations Committee could provide pages for all grades
                            to color.  The picture depicts all vocations.   They are detailed enough for the older grades,
                            but simple enough for the lower grades.    


          Shawn will ask Father Nelen for approval to hang the Vocations Banner over the 
                            entrance to the Cathedral in support of Vocations Week. 
       VI.    Next Meeting  Date and Time:
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. in the Mary Room.
VII.  Closing Prayer: Our closing prayer was led by Shawn Bailes.
Respectfully Submitted,  John Poepsel, Secretary
